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The Show Goes On at Dance Theatre
September 1, 2018 | Dori Zinn

Michelle Gerlick

Michelle Gerlick earned

her degree in

elementary education,

but, ultimately, she

decided to ply her trade

in a different kind of

classroom. The founder

and director of Dance

Theatre still teaches

children, but she sees
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her career as “the best of both worlds.”

“I get to teach kids what I love most in life,” Gerlick

says. “It’s a win-win.”

It helped that Gerlick grew up around the performance

art. Both her parents were in show business,

producing and choreographing shows in Las Vegas.

When Gerlick’s mom became pregnant with her, the

couple relocated to South Florida and opened up their

own dance studio. It ran for 20 years until they

decided to retire.

But Gerlick wanted to continue on. Dance Theatre

launched its first studio in Davie in 1993, followed by

one near the Parkland/Coconut Creek border in 1996.

But her parents didn’t exactly “retire.”

“My parents helped and got it up and running,” she

says. “My mom is still running the front desk at 85

years old.”

Dance Theatre, meanwhile, is thriving. Last year,

Gerlick estimates there were nearly 2,000 students

between all of the South Florida locations: Wellington,

Davie, Parkland/Coconut Creek, Heron Bay in Coral

Springs and, most recently, in Plantation (there’s also

an out-of-state Dance Theatre in Atlanta). They have a

performance company that does community events

and a competition group that competes in events

locally. Dance Theatre students have performed at the

Macy’s Day parade in New York City, at Miami
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Dance Theatre staff and teachers at

a breast cancer awareness event

Dolphins and Miami Heat games (Gerlick was a Heat

dancer in the early 1990s), plus they performed at the

2007 Super Bowl halftime show that featured Prince

as the headliner.

The studio has stood the test of time; they just

completed their 25th recital. The annual event allows

all students at every location to participate, not just

those who perform in the community or on the

competition team.

Jaime

Guttenberg,

one of the

victims of the

Marjory

Stoneman

Douglas High

School

shooting,

would’ve received her 10-year trophy at the recital this

year. Her parents were at the recital but didn’t watch

the event.

“They were in the lobby, raising money for Orange

Ribbons for Jaime, instead of in the audience

watching her,” Gerlick says of the nonprofit started by

Jaime’s father, Fred. “It was one of our toughest

moments.”

Guttenberg was part of the competition team, which



put her at the Parkland studio more than she was

home. There was a competition the week after she

died, but the group didn’t change its routine.

“We left her spot open as if she was there,” Gerlick

says. “We didn’t close the gaps. The kids said no one

will replace her.”

Everyone at Dance Theatre is still dealing with the

aftermath of the shooting.

“Our whole community was affected, and a lot of our

students,” she said. “That’s not how you’re supposed

to remember your senior year. When you think about

how that could happen at Parkland—here—it really

can happen everywhere. We’ll never be the same.”

Classes at Dance Theatre
Regular classes start as young as age 3. Even though

it’s mostly girls, there’s a boys-only hip-hop class at

each location for 5- to 8-year-olds. Demand is high;

even with 84 overall classes being offered next

season, Heron Bay still has waiting lists for some of its

classes. One hour a week for one child is $75 a

month; inquire about monthly pricing for unlimited

classes.

Dance Theatre is located at 6546 N. State Road 7,

Coconut Creek. Visit dancetheatre.net for details

about classes and fees.

https://dancetheatre.net/
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Limo Miami’s Upscale and Stylish Transportation
Service Impresses
August 26, 2024 | Aurora Dominguez
Those looking for a new transportation method have a luxurious
option.

Read More

Silver Mirror Facial Bar Expands Its Presence in the
South Florida Market
January 12, 2024 | Lifestyle Staff
The personalized skincare spa, known for its results-driven
approach, was founded in New York City in 2016.

Read More

Brickell Welcomes RosaNegra for its U.S. Debut
August 21, 2023 | Lifestyle Staff
Robert Rivani, president of Black Lion and a prominent figure in
the real estate industry, will bring the highly
acclaimed RosaNegra, a popular establishment from Mexico, to
the U.S. by opening a Miami location. Rivani has secured a 10-
year lease with the owners of RosaNegra, Grupo RosaNegra, to
occupy the ground floor space at SLS Brickell, which will

Read More

South Florida Owner Takes Over Port d’Hiver Bed and
Breakfast
August 21, 2023 | Lifestyle Staff
The Port d’Hiver Bed and Breakfast, one of Melbourne Beach’s
most historic properties, has a new owner in Frank Talerico.
Talerico is an accomplished businessman in South Florida and is
well-versed in the hotel industry. He has a reputation for
transforming properties and elevating them to award-winning,
must-stay-at places. His successful track record includes the
Ocean

Read More
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Other Posts
Editor’s Letter: Everyone Under the Sun Starts With
Stacy Ritter
September 25, 2024 | Kevin Gale
Our September cover subject embodies her organization’s
slogan.

Read More

Visit Lauderdale Ambassador Abbas Karimi Wins
Silver Medal at 2024 Paralympics
September 16, 2024 | Sean d'Oliveira
“Inclusivity is an important part of our mission at Visit
Lauderdale,” says Stacy Ritter, president and CEO of Visit
Lauderdale. 

Read More

Stacy Ritter’s Visitor Vision
September 9, 2024 | Kevin Gale
Visit Lauderdale’s CEO creates a place for everyone under the
sun.

Read More

Emerald Kaia Introduces Exciting New Features to
Enhance the Luxury Superyacht Experience
August 26, 2024 | Kevin Gale
The ship is under construction in Vietnam.

Read More
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ABOUT US
Lifestyle remains the largest single-title brand—
with the broadest geographical reach—in South
Florida, encompassing seven different readership
markets from Miami to Fort Lauderdale to Boca
Raton. This powerful suburban network strategy—
one that includes dynamic multimedia and event
offerings— positions Lifestyle as a difference-maker
for its advertising and community partners. Our
affluent readership includes business executives,
community leaders, entrepreneurs, influencers,
household decision-makers and young
professionals. Read More...

3511 W. Commercial Blvd. Suite
400
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
(954) 666-5301
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